
The Mind of a Murderer: 
Ms. Link/Macbeth Outside Reading 

 
Backderf, Derf.  My Friend Dahmer: a Graphic Novel - Derf describes his classmate Jeffrey 
Dahmer's teenage years as a lonely oddball. Dahmer would go on to become one of the United 
States' most notorious serial killers. (221 p.) 
 
Bugliosi, Vincent. Helter Skelter: the True Story of the Manson Murders - The prosecutor of 
the Tate-LaBianca trials presents the inside story behind the Manson killings, explaining how 
Charles Manson was able to make his "family" murder for him, chronicling the investigation, and 
describing the court trial that brought him and his accomplices to justice. (687 p.) 
 
Capote, Truman. In Cold Blood: A True Account of a Multiple Murder and its  
Consequences - Recreates the slaying of the Clutter family of Kansas, and the capture, trial, 
and execution of their murderers. (343 p.) 
 
Covington, Dennis. Salvation on Sand Mountain: Snake Handling and Redemption in 
Southern Appalachia - Chronicles the trial of snake-handling preacher Glendel Buford 
Summerford who was convicted of attempted murder after forcing his wife to stick her arm in a 
box of rattlesnakes, and details how the author was drawn into the lives and religion of the 
people of The Church of Jesus with Signs Following in southern Appalachia. (240 p.) 
 
Crowe, Chris. Getting Away With Murder: The True Story of the Emmett Till Case - 
Presents a true account of the murder of fourteen-year-old, Emmett Till, in Mississippi, in 1955. 
(128 p.) (CP Only) 
 
Cullen, Dave. Columbine - Provides an account of the shootings at Colorado's Columbine High 
School on April 20, 1999, focusing on the teenage killers Eric Harris and Dylan Klebold, drawing 
from interviews, police files, psychological studies, and writings and tapes by the boys to look at 
the signs they left that disaster was looming. (417 p.) 
 
Cullen, Dave.  Parkland:  Birth of a Movement - Offers an account of the teenage survivors of 
Parkland who became activists and pushed back against the NRA and Congressional leaders, 
inspiring millions of America to join their grassroots #neveragain movement. (385 p.) 
 
Gessen, Masha. The Brothers: The Road to an American Tragedy - In an effort to determine 
why the atrocity occurred, the author traces the lives of the two immigrant brothers responsible 
for the Boston Marathon bombings. (294 p.) 
 
 
 



Hesse, Monica.  American Fire:  Love, Arson, and Life in a Vanishing Land - Documents the 
trial of a man charged with dozens of counts of arson in a rural Virginia county, sharing insights 
into his struggles with addiction, his relationship with his accomplice girlfriend, and the impact of 
the fires on their community. (255 p.) 
 
Hollandsworth, Skip. The Midnight Assassin: Panic, Scandal and the Hunt for America’s 
First Serial Killer - Chronicles the events surrounding a series of serial murders that were 
committed in Austin, Texas during the late part of the nineteenth century. (321 p.) 
 
Kim, Walter.  Blood Will Out: The True Story of a Murder, a Mystery, and a Masquerade - 
The true story of a young novelist who meets and befriends an eccentric, privileged New Yorker 
when he delivers a crippled hunting dog to him from an animal shelter, and later discovers that 
his friend was a serial imposter and brutal double-murderer. (255 p.) 
 
Krakauer, Jon.  Under the Banner of Heaven: a Story of Violent Faith - Krakauer takes 
readers inside isolated American communities where some 40,000 Mormon Fundamentalists 
still practice polygamy. Defying both civil authorities and the Mormon establishment in Salt Lake 
City, the renegade leaders of these Taliban-like theocracies are zealots who answer only to 
God. At the core of Krakauer's book are brothers Ron and Dan Lafferty, who insist they received 
a commandment from God to kill a blameless woman and her baby girl. Beginning with a 
meticulously researched account of this appalling double murder, Krakauer constructs a 
multi-layered, bone-chilling narrative of messianic delusion, polygamy, savage violence, and 
unyielding faith. Along the way he uncovers a shadowy offshoot of America's fastest growing 
religion, and raises provocative questions about the nature of religious belief. (399 p.) 
 
Kuklin, Susan. No Choirboy: Murder, Violence, and Teenagers on Death Row - In their own 
voices--raw and uncensored--inmates sentenced to death as teenagers talk about their lives in 
prison, and share their thoughts and feelings about how they ended up there. Susan Kuklin also 
gets inside the system, exploring capital punishment itself and the intricacies and inequities of 
criminal justice in the United States. (212 p.) 
 
Larsen, Erik. The Devil in the White City: Murder, Magic, and Madness at the Fair  That 
Changed America - An account of the Chicago World's Fair of 1893 relates the stories of two 
men who shaped the history of the event--architect Daniel H. Burnham, who coordinated its 
construction, and serial killer Herman Mudgett. (447 p.) 
 
Lehr, Dick and Gerard O’Neill. Black Mass: Whitey Bulger, the FBI, and a Devil’s Deal - Tells 
the true story of an FBI agent's attempts to infiltrate the Irish Mob. (417 p.) 
 
McNamara, Michele. I’ll Be Gone After Dark: One Woman’s Obsessive Search for the 
Golden State Killer - True crime author Michelle McNamara describes the crimes of serial 
rapist and murderer the Golden State Killer and her work to try to uncover his identity. (328 p.) 
 



Miller, Sarah. The Borden Murders: Lizzie Borden & The Trial of the Century - Discusses 
the trial of Lizzie Borden and the murders of her parents. (288 p.) 
 
Moss, Jason. The Last Victim: A True-life Journey Into the Mind of the Serial Killer - Jason 
Moss explains how he became friends with a handful of the most dangerous serial killers in 
America and discusses what he learned from these men, how he became John Wayne Gacy's 
last attempted victim, and why he befriended the killers. (278 p.)  
 
Orth, Maureen.  Vulgar Favors: the Assassination of Gianni Versace - Provides an in-depth 
report on serial murderer Andrew Cunanan and his cross-country killing spree in the spring and 
summer of 1997, and discusses why the police had such a difficult time tracking him down. (548 
p.) 
 
Patterson, James.  All-American Murder: The Rise and Fall of Aaron Hernandez, the 
Superstar Whose Life Ended on Murderers’ Row - Aaron Hernandez was a college 
All-American who became the youngest player in the NFL and later reached the Super Bowl. 
His every move as a tight end with the New England Patriots played out the headlines, yet he 
led a secret life--one that ended in a maximum-security prison. What drove him to go so wrong, 
so fast? (400 p.) 
 
Reiterman, Tim. Raven: The Untold story of the Rev. Jim Jones and His People - Examines 
the life of Jim Jones and the history of the People Temple, discussing misconceptions about 
Jones' character and motives, why people followed him, and related topics; and features 
sixty-five photographs. (624 p.) 
 
Rule, Ann.  The Stranger Beside Me - Chronicles the story of convicted killer Ted Bundy by a 
woman who had worked with him at a Seattle crisis clinic and analyzes the double personality of 
Bundy, who admitted to killing nearly forty women. (625 p.) 
 
Sanders, Eli. While the City Slept: A Love Lost to Violence and a Young Man’s  Descent 
into Madness - In this riveting, probing, compassionate account of a murder in Seattle, Eli 
Sanders, who won a Pulitzer Prize for his newspaper coverage of the crime, offers a deeply 
reported portrait in microcosm of the state of mental health care in this country--as well as an 
inspiring story of love and forgiveness. (316 p.) 
 
Slater, Daska. The 57 Bus: A True Story of Two Teenagers and the Crime that Changed 
Their Lives - If it weren't for the 57 bus, Sasha and Richard never would have met. Both were 
high school students from Oakland, California, one of the most diverse cities in the country, but 
they inhabited different worlds. Sasha, a white teen, lived in the middle-class foothills and 
attended a small private school. Richard, a black teen, lived in the crime-plagued flatlands and 
attended a large public one. Each day, their paths overlapped for a mere eight minutes. (305 p.) 
 
 



 
St. James, James. Party Monster: a Fabulous but True Tale of Murder in Clubland - James 
St. James recounts his experiences as a Manhattan club kid in the late 1980s and early 1990s, 
and chronicles the events leading up to the murder of drug dealer Andre "Angel" Melendez by 
Michael Alig. (286 p.) 
 
Swanson, James L.  Chasing Lincoln’s Killer - Recounts the escape of John Wilkes Booth, 
Abraham Lincoln's assassin, and follows the intensive twelve-day search for him and his 
accomplices. (194 p.) (CP Only) 
 
Swanson, James L. “The President Has been Shot!: The Assassination of John F. 
Kennedy”  - Looks at the assassination of President John F. Kennedy and related events, 
including his funeral and the apprehension of his killer. (270 p.) 
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